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Custodians of Rare and 

Endangered Wildflowers



Background

High altitude and taxon specialisation



Disclaimers

1. Dates and records for collections are to the best of my 

knowledge based on review of herbarium collections, 

consultation with taxon specialists, redlist data, 

iNaturalist and online databases (e.g. GBIF)

2. New species are putative:
a. Many examples of indistinct species boundaries

b. Often needing molecular corroboration

c. False novelties

d. Intraspecific variation

e. Hybrids

3. Not exhaustive (time limit!)

4. Acknowledgements





Rediscoveries: long-lost ericas

- (Erica cunoniensis)

- Erica outeniquae

- Erica oophylla

- Erica langebergensis

- Erica crassisepala

- Erica comata



Erica outeniquae

A rare species, known from only four subpopulations.

Last recorded in 1992.

Finally found again in 2022.

Probably not threatened.



Erica oophylla

Last recorded in 1974.

Finally found again 

in 2023, recently a 

new subpopulation 

on Hermitage Peak.

Encroaching pines.



Erica langebergensis

Only known from one location (Leeuriviersberg), last recorded in 1973.

Now finally found again, with a new subpopulation on Misty Peak 

with 250-500 plants.

Encroaching pines.



Erica crassisepala

Burchell’s 1815 collection 

“On summit of Craggy Peak 

on great mountain near 

Swellendam”.

Last confirmed record 

1894.

Found again in 2022, with 

a more recent range 

extension to the 

Kammanassie.



Erica comata - last seen in 1815

Only known from the type, collected in 1815 by William Burchell. The 

locality description provided by Burchell is frustratingly vague: "Summit 

of a mountain peak near Swellendam".

Now, more than 210 years later, finally rediscovered on 

Leeuriviersberg. Encroaching pines.



CREW targets - highly localised and threatened species

- Erica vallis-aranearum

- Erica perplexa

- Erica orthiocola

- Erica cincta

- Brunia barnardii

- Anderbergia fallax



Erica vallis-aranearum

A naturally rare species, well conserved within the Kogelberg 

Biosphere Reserve, but known from only one subpopulation 

that has 15 mature individuals. Last record: 2013.

Erica perplexa

Only one, very small, localized subpopulation of only 20 

plants is known, but the area is protected and the population 

is not suspected to be declining. Last record: 2012.



Erica orthiocola

An extremely localized, high altitude habitat specialist. Only 

one small subpopulation of fewer than 200 plants is known. 

Threatened by alien pine invasion and too frequent fire

Erica cincta 

Erica cincta is a highly localized endemic to the 

Kogelberg known from a single population of 250-500 

plants around Kogelberg Peak. Last record: 1998.



Brunia 

barnardii

Known from one site only, suspected to 

comprise fewer than 250 individuals.

New subpopulation of approximately 500 

plants from Suurbraak Peak.

Encroaching pines.

Anderbergia fallax

Until recently only known from a single collection by Elsie 

Esterhuysen from Misty Peak behind Swellendam. Earlier 

this year, Nick Helme extended the range to the high peaks 

in Boosmansbos behind Heidelberg.

Now, another significant range extension to Langeberg 

Peak in the eastern end of the range.

Abundant with approximately 500-1000 plants.

Encroaching pines.



Rediscovered novelties

- Erica sp. nov. “ophidia” (1972)

- Erica sp. nov. “helmeii” (1999)

- Erica sp. nov. “regulus” (1951)

- Erica sp. nov. “aranea” (1975)

- Erica sp. nov. “obscurata” (1990)



Erica sp. nov. “ophidia” (1972)

Alpine fynbos.

Misty Peak only.

Localised, rare.

Encroaching pines.



Erica sp. nov. “helmeii” (1999)

Alpine wetland fynbos.

Misty Peak only.

Very localised, rare.

Encroaching pines.



Erica sp. nov. “regulus” (1951)

In wet gullies below Mannetjiesberg, 

Kammanassie.

Localised, rare.

Not threatened.



Known from a single overhang at the top of an 
immense gully between Towerkop and 

Koudveldberg, Klein Swartberg.
Web-like growth on walls and ceiling
Very rare and localised.

Probably not threatened.

Erica sp. nov. “aranea” (1975)



Erica sp. nov. “obscurata” (1990)

Permanent shade under rocks.

Meiringspoort and Blesberg,

Eastern Groot Swartberg.

Rare.

Probably not threatened.



Putative novelties in Erica

- Erica sp. nov. “altimontana” (first record 2025)

- Erica sp. nov. “nebulosa” (first record 2025)



Erica sp. nov. 

“altimontana” (2025)
Erica sp. nov. “nebulosa” (2025)



Further putative novelties

Euchaetis sp. nov. “petrophila” (Pakhuis)

Passerina sp. nov. “maculomontana” (Kolberg, Eastern Grootswartberg)

Agathosma sp. nov. (Rooiberg)

Agathosma sp. nov. (Matjiesvlei)

Agathosma sp. nov. (Kammanassie)

Agathosma sp. nov. (Antoniesberg)

Agathosma sp. nov. (Langeberg)



Euchaetis sp. nov. “petrophila”

Pakhuis Pass and Algeria,

Northern Cederberg.

Typical Euchaetis but with distinct virgate 

habit and ovate leaves.

Rare.

Probably not threatened.



Passerina sp. nov. “maculomontana”

High south-facing slopes. 

Kolberg, Groot Swartberg.

Leaves distinctly hairy above.

Rare.

Probably not threatened.



Agathosma spp. novae



Describing new species 

– what it takes?



Erica hessequae

Critically Endangered D

Highly localised in specialist habitat.

Latest survey: no more than 50 individuals.

Invasive pines.



Erica arida
Critically Endangered B1ab(iii)

Estimate 100 individuals.
Localised to Doringrivier Catchment east 

of Barrydale.

Hakea sericea.



Conserving fynbos – 

what it takes?
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THE END
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