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Size
comparison

 South Aricais 1.2
million square kms in
size. NZis about
268,000 square kms.



Nursery visit
highlights....




Random Harvest
Nursery — a native
nursery example

Indigenous-only nurseries are relatively rare

Driven by conservation + plant poaching pressures

Very high species diversity (succulents, Protea, Euphorbia)
Focus on restoration and reintroduction

Wide range of propagation techniques (species-dependent)
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A World leadlng
breeder

Specialist breeding operation

* Hundreds of cultivars developed
(especially in Aloe's and Agapanthus).

* Focus on unique colour + form
Global distribution of plants

* Long-term investment (decades of
work)



Fronteir labs -
micropropagation/tissue
culture

Plant tissue
culture
laboratory

Focus on
clean, disease-
free material

Large-scale
micropropagati
on

High level of
technical
precision
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Biggest Avocado nursery in South
Africa.
Supply Avocado orchards all over

Africa.

Etiolation Process

*Plants grown in low light conditions
*Produces long, soft, pale shoots
*Encourages rapid stem elongation
*Improves success of propagation
*Used before cuttings or grafting




Managed nationally (SANBI)

Paid entry model

Botanic gardens in
South Africa

High standard of maintenance

Strong focus on conservation




Millennium Seed Bank
— Kirstenbosch

* Partnership with Kew Gardens.

 Seeds collected from across South
Africa.

* |nitially dry stored at 15% humidity and
15 degrees Celsius.

* Stored at —20°C for long-term viability.

* Focus onrare indigenous species first
before they are lost in the wild.

* Building a national genetic “backup” of
all plants.




Lowveld botanic garden —
Cycad collection

* One of the largest cycad collections
globally

* Highly threatened and valuable
species

* Protected with fencing + 24/7
security

* Dedicated propagation for
conservation

* Declining due to poaching + habitat
loss







South African growers
are resilient

* Operate under constant infrastructure
challenges

* Unreliable power (load shedding)
* |Inconsistent water availability
* |nvestin on-site solutions (dams, solar)

* Strong culture of adaptation + innovation
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Thankyou
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Sharing Plant Production Knowledge Globally

Southern Africa

I I I s New Zealand

Sharing Plant Production Knowledge Globally
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